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THE FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES 


The Annual Conference of the Fellowship of Christian Mission- 
aries, which meets at Lake Nojiri, July 30 - August 1, will have 
Beeits central theme “Jesus is Lord." Following registration on 
Peemoraine Of July 30, the opening service will be conducted by 
Preeicens fH. J. Mcoherry of the Episcopal Church in Hiroshima, aft 
which Loyce N. Nelson of the Hiroshima Baptist Church will deliver 
the opening address and Thomas Grubbs of United Church in Yamaguch 
will lead a panel discussion on the Life and Growth of the Japanes 
Church. In the afternoon there will be a memorial service conducted 
by Pastor A.J. Stirewalt and a business session of the Fellowship 
The Reverend P. McGarvey of the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
Church will be the preacher at the evening worship service. The 
second day will be featured by an address by the Most Reverend 
Mechael Yoshio, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church of Japan, 
on "Missionaries and Ecumenicity" and one by Francis Muir of the 
Unated Church of Christ in Kyoto. Besides a devotional period, — 
Peete wwLll be a discussion of Literature and Visual Aids, a fellow. 
Heetpecea, 2 panel discussion on "Jesus is Lord of the Countryside, 
led by Charles Germany, and an evening program in charge of former 
China missionaries who will discuss "Jesus is Lord in Love and 
Judgement." The closing session will be a Communion Service ac- 
Cording to the Anglican custom at which Rk. N. Savary of Tokushima 
will be the preacher. 
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AVACO RADIO DRAMA TRALNII;G PROGRAM 


High school graduates, who are Christians or serious seekers, 
are eligible to enroll in a Radio Drama Circle which is being organ- 
See Sovtrain announcers, actors, and technicians. The staff of 
instructors include such nationally known figures as the children's 
story teller, Mr. Isoji Sekiya, and Mrs. Hanako Muraoka, a children 
story writer, who are associated with NHK. The course is limited 
to 30 students and will meet from June 25, three evenings a week 
for one year, 


BVANGELISM FOR UNDERPRIVILEGED 


A Neighborhood House costing ¥1,8 million is being constructed 
in Asakusa, Tokyo,for the Reverend Matayoshi Nakayama, evangelist 
‘to the underprevileged and underworld. Before and during the war, 
Mr. Nakayama, whois agraduate of Fresno State College and Berkeley 
school of Religion, conducted evangelism for the poor in Shanghai 
and later assisted P.O.W.S. there. After repatriation in 1949 he 

' became associated with the Friends of Jesus of which Dr. Kagawa is 
the leader, and worked at an Evangelistic Center of the United 
Church in Kote ward, Tokyo. "After having engaged in street 
preaching for eight years," says Mr. Nakayama, "I have come to the 
conclusion that an institution is essential. Although the Anti- 
Prostitution Law is passed, if we can't provide for the girls thus 
released, how can they manage to pay their room rent?" The 
Neighborhood House will have a clinic, day nursery, consultation 
Pooms, and educational facilities. Dr. Kagawa, Mr. Motojiro 
spugiyama, Vice Speaker of the House of Representatives, are the 
Reverend Takeshi Muto, Moderator of the United Church, and acting 
as advisors for the project. ¥900,000 ($2,500) was raised by Mr. 
Nakayama on a recent visit to the United States, 


PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED RECEIVE SCHOLARSHIPS 


The Committee on Rehabilitation of the Physically Handicapped 
of Japan Church World Service has awarded scholarships to four 
physically Handicapped students. Kunio Ishii, 22, sophomore at the 
eosaeea school for Blind, lost the sight of his right eye while 
* boxing and the vision of his left eye became so impaired that at 
one time he considered suicide. Restrained by his Christian faith 
- he continued his studies and now plans to assist social welfare 
Panstitubions in Matsuyama after graduation. Shizuo Kumabe, 26, a 
freshman at the Lutheran Tehological Seminary,-who was born a mute 
eB and almost completely deaf, expects to become an evangelist to 
». deaf-mutes. Yoshio Takeuchi, 23, who at the age of two, became 
f disabled in both iegs from polio, is a student at Saint Paul's 
> Universit y and is majoring in social welfare service. His radiant 
» faith and personality have been an inspiration to all who know him, 
' Miss Reiko Mizuno, 23, a junior at Meiji Gakuin who became paralysed 
* in her feet from infantile paralysis, will serve the mentally 
. retarded who are over twenty years of age and not eligible for 
- government aid. 
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| THE REVEREND ISAMU MITSUI DIES OF HEART ATTACK 


. the United Church of Christ has suffered a serious loss in the 
| sudden death of the Reverend Isamu Mitsui of the Ginza Church at 
» 12:30 a.m. Sunday morning June 24. After graduating from Aoyama 
. Gakuin Mr. Mitsui first became pastor of the Numazu Church and then 
| for fifteen years served the Ginza Church in downtown Tokyo. In 
weacdivion GO his very successful ministry, he was active in the 
Church School Department of the United Chhrch, a member of the 
hymnal committee, and one of the leaders of the Central Prepara- 

-- tory Committee for the World Sunday School Convention in 1958. 
meme Luneral service was held on July 1.. He is survived by his 

: wife and four children. 


SCHOLARSHIP FOR BLIND © 
The Japan Christian Council of Evnagelism tor the Blind has 
granted scholarship to eleven blind students because of a special 


contribution of $620 received from the Women's Department of the 
) ‘Methodist Church in the USA. 


- 1956 LACOUR SPECIAL 8 VANGELISN 


Thirty-seven members of the 1956 Lacour Special Evangelism 
* Group were welcomed by the NCC at a reception on June 29 at the 
f GinZa Christian Center. In addition to Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence 
f..lacour, well-known evangelists and musicians of the Methodist 
Seured, USA, the party includes twenty-four ministers, three of 
whom are from the Philippines, three married women, six wives, 
a layman, and two daughters. This is the largest number to 
* participate in this special summer centennial program which has 
» attracted so much favorable notice here in Japan. After preaching 
ein the Tokyo churches on the first Sunday after arrival, 
® several days will be spent in orientation. Then the party will 
» break up for eight weeks of intensive evangelistic effort in ten 
scenuers in Fukushima prefecture, two in Nara prefecture, three 
in Kanagawa prefecture and one in Tokyo. Each member of the 
fF party lives ina Japanese community and largely in Japanese style. 
- With the assistance of competent ministers and theological students 
who act as advisers and interpreters they are endeavoring during 
m= the five summers prior to 1959 to lay foundations for strong 
* independent churches. The party returns to the USA on September 4. 


EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF AMERICAN WOMEN'S HATS! 


B The Mayor of Tokai village in Akita prefecrure called at 
'dJapan Church World Service in person to express appreciation for 
‘the aid received when his village was swept by fire on May 10th. 
“The five bales of clothing was especially mentioned, as was also 
the fact that~the American Women's hats, not being of special 
value to the Japanese victims of the conflagration, had been 
given to the local primary schools for their “educational value 
on the customs and manners of America." 
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CHRISTIAN CANDIDATES SUPPORTED 


The All Japan Christian Laymen's Federation, which was recent- 
ly organized to assist worthy Christian candidates in the current 
election campaign for the Upper House, has decided to support four 
prominent laymen: Junzo Sasamori, Kuniyoshi Obara, Taki Fujita, 
and Shigaku Kasuga. Six Buddhists and one Tenrikyo layman are also 
candidates. The election takes place on July 8, 


~ US ARMY BANDS AIDS UNDER-PRIVILEGED CHILDREN 


In order to raise funds for YWCA-sponsored summer camps for 
underprivileged children in the Tokyo region, the Far East Air 
Force Band gave a special concert at a garden party at the resi- 
dence of the FEAF Commander on June 20. Princess Chichibu and 
~ former Princess Kaya were among the many guests present. 

Approximately ¥100,000 ($300) was raised. 


IN BRIEF 


. 


Baptist Convention at Amagi Sanso 


The Annual Conference of the Japan Baptist Convention meets 
at Amagi Sanso on the Izu peninsula south of Tokyo, July 31 - 
April 3. Three hundred delegates from 132 affiliated churches are 
expected to be present. 


Toyo Biwa Teacher Retires 


Miss Gertrude Hamilton, who has serviced in Japan since 1917 
as a missionary of the United Church of Canada, is being honored 
by a round of farewell receptions and special meetings to com- 
memorate her contribution to women's education in Japan. Ata 
reception at the Mitsui Club House on June 9 the alumni of Toyo 
Eiwa Women's College presented her with a purse in recognition of 
her service. The money will be used to finance a trip throughout 
Japan this summer during which she will visit many of the alumni 
of fhe institution. Miss Hamilton is scheduled to return to her 
home in. Canada on the Hikawa Maru leaving Yokohama on August 30. 


National Education Association of Christian Schools 


"The Bible for Youth" will be the theme of the Sixth Religious 
Education Conference sponsored by the National Education Associ- 
ation of Christian Schools, to bé held July 28 - August 1 at. the 
YMCA Tozanso conference site at Gotemba at the foot of Mt. Fuji. 
Dr. Yasuo Mizoguchi of Kobe College will be president of the 
conference. Prof. Katsumi Matsumura of Kansai Gakuin University 
will discuss "Religious Education at Universities and Colleges," 

* and Prof. Isamu Chiba, President of Kanto Gakuin University, will 
- discuss "Religious Hducation in Junior and Senior High Schools." 
The conference is for teachers of the Bible. 
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At the same time (July 30 - August 1) a Summer Confernce for 
some two hundred teachers of affiliated schools will discuss "The 
Mission of Education through the Bible". Professor Jiro Shimizu, 


Principal of Keisen Girl's School, and Chaplain Katsumi Matsumura 
of Kansai Gakuin University, will preside. Dr. Enkichi Kan, of 
ot. Paul's University will speak on "How to Read the Bible" and 


Professor Yoshihata Sakaeda_of Waseda University will discuss 
"Dream and Actuality in World History." 


The Second Christian Literature Conference sponsored by the 
Literature Department of the NCC will meet at Tozanso August 2-4. 


The Far East Rural Leaders Conference, which is being sponsored 
by the Asia Council on Ecumenical Mission will convene on July 17 - 
20 at Hino Rural Center outside Tokyo. On the first day reports 
will be heard from the various participating countries. The second 
day will feature a lecture by Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa on "Rural Co- 
operatives and the Community." 


Youth For Christ announces plans to invite Mr. Jack Marshall, 
~a leader of High School clubs in the United States, to launch a 

High School Club movement in Osaka this fall. YFC already sponsored 
= an active student movement in Tokyo. 


A letter of appreciatim for help rendered has been received 
by Japan Church World Service from the emigrants aboard the Africa 
= Maru which docked at Santos, Brazil on May 15. 


Out of 3,776 school teachers who are members of the United 
Church of Christ, 2,599 teach in public and 1,180 in private 
schools and universities. lkLack of Christian teachers in Church- 
sponsored schools would appear to be a problems of distribution, 
but the cmtribution of Christian teachers in public education 
_ must not be overlooked. 


As of June 1, there were 398 missionaries serving under the 
Interboard Committee for Christian work in Japan (IBC). This is 
58 more than in 1950.. Their assignment is as follows: evange- 
e lism 134, education 176, social welfare 20, administration 8, 
© language study 43.. 


The Kyobunkan has celebrated its seventieth anniversary by 
e a face-lifting job which gives the store a much more attractive 
% appearance both at the entrance and in the sales rooms. Special 
» Show windows, sopnsored by several well-known publishers, line 
™ the entrance-way, 
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